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From His Grace Bishop John 

October 2014 

“Seek first the kingdom (of God) and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be 

given you besides.”              Matthew 6:33 

What you hold in your hands is a document of hope. It is a 

plan that, with enthusiastic support from many and combined 

contribution, will advance the Eparchy of Parma in my view. 

  

The Pastoral Plan was developed through discussion, parish 

meetings, and information gathering. It is the collective 

wisdom from personal knowledge, from the counsel of clergy, 

and from listening to the faithful of the eparchy. 

  

The process revealed significant needs, which were used to 

identify priorities and set goals. The Pastoral Plan is 

comprehensive and addresses various spiritual, liturgical, 

strategic, and operational aspects of our church life in the 

Eparchy of Parma. Fulfillment of the plan will come from the 

eparchial level, regional level, and — most significantly —  from 

each parish. 

  

I am asking everyone in the eparchy to become a co-worker 

with God. It is through growing in our own discipleship, and 

supporting others in their growth, that the one holy, 

catholic and apostolic Church will grow. 

  

We are one in Christ. This is an invitation to give progress a 

chance, together with each other and with God. 

  

+ Bishop John M. Kudrick 

Bishop  of Parma 



3 

 

 

Mission of the  

Eparchy of Parma 
To proclaim, to witness, and through the celebration 

of the holy mysteries to make present the salvation in 

Jesus Christ.  To build the Kingdom of God on earth, 

creating a world that reflects the innate, God-given 

dignity and worth of every human being.  

We participate in this with Byzantine Catholic liturgy, 

spirituality, theology and tradition in the north-central 

United States of America. 
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Pastoral Plan 

The Pastoral Plan has been developed with the counsel and 

input of many clergy and faithful.  Four priorities have been 

identified and ten goals have been established to address 

varied needs in the Eparchy of Parma.   These priorities and 

goals are outlined on pages 6-9. 

The mutually complementary relationship between eparchy 

and parishes, and parishes to each other, means that all have 

a role in the implementation of the Pastoral Plan.  This 

relationship is characterized by our being living witnesses to 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ and by our compassion when 

ministering to the needs of all parishioners. 

The Church is about relationship.  Each Christian is called to 

have a personal relationship with God, in and through the 

Church.  Practicing an interpersonal relationship is, therefore, 

very necessary. 

The Church is also about encounter.  The Church provides the 

opportunity for God and God’s people to meet.  The holy 

mysteries, instituted by Jesus Christ and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, the holy scriptures and holy tradition make this 

possible. 

 

Each of the priorities and goals are 
opportunities to grow disciples and leaders in 

our church.  Activity will be relational with 
others and in collaboration with God. 

 

~ Bishop John M. Kudrick 



5 

 

Key Strategies 

In order to be faithful to these priorities and to fulfill goals, the 

Eparchy of Parma will focus on utilizing four key strategies for 

the implementation of the Pastoral Plan: 

 

 Invest in our clergy and lay leaders to 

maximize their God-given potential. 
 

 Share models and resources to 

provide guidance and support for 

local ministry. 
 

 Communicate with the parishes and 

with the world at large. 
 

 Leverage technology to expand our 

reach and improve collaboration. 

 

“The church constantly changes  
to maintain a fruitful dynamic relationship 
between a people immersed in history and the 
God who has revealed himself in Jesus Christ.”  
 

~ Cardinal Avery Dulles 
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Deepening our 

Discipleship 
 
 
 
 

Goals: 
Across the eparchy 1,000 adult and 50 teen parishioners will improve 

their understanding of basic Christian teaching from a Byzantine 

Catholic perspective.  

 

Across the eparchy 50 parishioners will become more involved in 

various roles of leadership and/or service. 

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ requires a  

well-understood faith and a spiritual relationship both 

with God and with co-servants of Christ.  The Church 

assists us in knowing our faith and inspiring us to live it. 
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Strengthening participation in  

Sacramental 
Practice 
 
 
 
Goals: 

Increase average Sunday Liturgy participation by 10% across the 

eparchy. 

 

Increase encouragement of and opportunity for participation in the holy 

mystery of repentance (confession). 

 

Improve singing of liturgical chant in each parish. 

Jesus Christ instituted the mysteries/sacraments to nourish 

us on our life journey to him.  The Church needs to invite 

people to rediscover the holy mystery of repentance and 

strengthen their participation in and understanding of the 

sacrament of Eucharist. 
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Assisting in the understanding of 

and on-going formation of 

Vocation 
 
 
 

 

Goals: 
Initiate programs to promote teaching of and support for traditional 

marriage in each parish. 

 

Increase support of priests, deacons and monastics in their on-going 

formation and wellness. 

Each member of the Church is called to a life of holiness.  

Some are called to marriage, some to church vocations: 

priests, deacons, consecrated life.  All vocations require 

serious discernment and on-going formation. 
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Establishing our 
  

Parishes 
as vibrant centers of hope and 

evangelization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Goals: 
Evaluate vitality and future of all parishes and missions with plans for 

restructuring and re-configuration. 

 

Each parish participates in an annual pilgrimage to a shrine or hosting 

parish.  

 

Strengthen financial position of eparchy and parishes. 

The Church needs parishes that are healthy, mature, 

spiritually alive faith communities, focused on Jesus Christ.  

Most of the Church’s work happens in the parish.  Special 

attention must be given to parishes and efforts that affect 

parish life. 
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Next Steps for Parishes 

1 Begin recording census data twice annually. 

 

 
 

2 Conduct an analysis of each parish. 
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4 Implementation, monitoring, and follow-up. 

 

Each weekend during October parishes will collect information to 

better understand statistical elements of the community.  Over time 

this data will be used to recognize patterns, see growth, and 

strategically plan for the future.  Census data will be collected 

annually in March and October. 

The weekend of November 15 and 16, 2014, parishes will survey all 

adult parishioners during each Liturgy.  Those 18 years and older will 

respond to questions about the strengths and weaknesses of, 

opportunities for, and threats to the parish.  Materials and 

instructions will be provided to each parish for effective 

administration.  Compiled responses will create a situational analysis 

for the parish to guide planning and goal-setting. 

Information gathered in steps 1 and 2 will help parishes understand 

how they will contribute to the Pastoral Plan at the parish level.  The 

eparchy will assist in providing resources and tools for this vital 

process. 

Start, or strengthen, process of on-going planning for 

parish vibrancy. 

Parish goals will be implemented and reviewed on a regular basis.  
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Timeline 
October 
 Pastoral Plan presented to those assembled at Eparchy Gathering. 

 Census data gathered at each Liturgy the last two weekends of October. 

 Parish Council/Pastor prepare for conducting parish analysis. 

November 
 14 & 15: Conduct parish survey during Liturgy. 

 Compile responses.  Parish Council /Pastor review responses and begin 

discussion on Parish Plan. 

 Each parish receives details about next planning and implementation 

steps. 

December 
 15: Submit compiled analysis information. 

January 
 Parish continues establishing details for Parish Plan. 
 Parishes notified of their “twinned” parish. 
 31: Parish sends draft of Parish Plan to twinned parish. 
February 
 Review draft Parish Plan from twinned parish. 

 15: Send response to Parish Council/Pastor of twinned parish. 
 28: Parish Council/Pastor submits draft of Parish Plan to 

Protopresbyter for review. 
March 
 Census data gathered at each Liturgy every weekend of March. 

 15: Protopresbyter, in consultation with the Bishop, approves or does 

not approve Parish Plans. 
 31: Revisions due to Protopresbyter if necessary. 

April 
 15: Parish Plans finalized and approval documented. 

Forward 
 Parish Plans reviewed quarterly: July 15, October 15, and January 15. 

 October and March annual census data collected. 

 April 2016 and April 2017 review Parish Plans and Pastoral Plan. 
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PARISHES 

Annunciation Parish 

Very Rev. Thomas Loya 

Homer Glen, Illinois 

phone: (708) 645-0241 
 

St. Athanasius Parish 

Very Rev. Dr. Bryan Eyman 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Phone: (317) 632-4157 
 

St. Basil Parish 

Rev. Mychail Rozmarynowycz 

Sterling Heights, Michigan 

Phone: (586) 268-1082 
 

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 

Very Rev. Archpriest Michael Hayduk 

Parma, Ohio 

Phone: (216) 661-8658 
 

St. Emilian Parish 

Rev. Marek Visnovsky 

Rev. Michael Lee, Parochial Vicar  

Brunswick, Ohio 

Phone: (330) 225-9857 

 

St. Eugene Parish 

Rev. Joseph Repko 

Bedford, Ohio 

Phone: (440) 232-7302 
 

St. George Parish 

Very Rev. David Hannes, JCL, 

Administrator 

Bay City, Michigan 

Phone: (989) 892-0763 
 

Holy Spirit Parish 

Very Rev. James Batcha 

Parma, Ohio 

Phone: (440) 884-8452 
 

Holy Transfiguration Parish 

Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest John S. 

Kachuba, Administrator 

Mentor-on-the-Lake, Ohio 

Phone: (440) 257-3620 

 

 

St. John Parish 

Rev. Ihar Labacevich 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Phone: (612) 789-6252 
 

St. John Parish 

Rev. Joseph Repko 

Solon, Ohio 

Phone: (440) 248-0417 
 

St. John Chrysostom Parish 

Rev. Robert Stash 

Columbus, Ohio 

Phone: (614) 882-7578 
 

St. Joseph Parish 

Rev. Bruce Riebe 

Brecksville, Ohio 

Phone: (440) 526-1818 
 

St. Luke Parish 

Deacon Nicholas Szilagye, M.D., 

Administrator 

Sugar Creek, Missouri 

Phone: (816) 231-7100 
 

St. Mary Parish 

Rev. Marek Visnovsky, Administrator 

Rev. Michael Lee, Parochial Vicar 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Phone: (216) 741-7979 
 

St. Mary Parish 

Rev. Robert Kelly 

Marblehead, Ohio 

Phone: (419) 798-4283 
 

St. Mary Parish 

Rev. Steven Muth  

Whiting, Indiana 

Phone: (219) 659-0277 
 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish 

Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Dennis Hrubiak 

Fairview Park, Ohio 

Phone: (440) 734-4644 
 

 

Eparchy of Parma Comprehensive lists of all eparchial 

clergy, personnel, parishes & entities 

can be found at  www.parma.org 
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St. Michael Parish 

Very Rev. David Hannes, JCL 

Flushing, Michigan 

Phone: (810) 659-4887 
 

St. Michael Parish 

Rev. Basil Hutsko 

Merrillville, Indiana 

Phone: (219) 980-0600 
 

St. Michael Parish 

Very Rev. James Kubajak 

Oregon, Ohio 

Phone: (419) 691-5656 
 

St. Nicholas Parish 

Rev. Miron Kerul'-Kmec  

Barberton, Ohio 

Phone: (330) 753-2031 
 

St. Nicholas Parish 

Very Rev. James Batcha 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Phone: (216) 361-5069 
 

St. Nicholas Parish 

Rev. Robert Barter 

Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest John S. 

Kachuba, Administrator 

Clinton Township, Michigan 

Phone: (586) 791-1052 

 

St. Nicholas Parish 

Very Rev. Nicholas R. A. Rachford, JCL 

Lorain, Ohio 

Phone: (440) 282-7525 
 

St. Nicholas Parish 

Very Rev. Steven P. Koplinka 

Munster, Indiana 

Phone: (219) 838-9380 
 

Sacred Heart Parish 

Rev. Joseph Marquis 

Livonia, Michigan 

Phone: (734) 522-3166 
 

St. Stephen Parish 

Rev. Cyril Attak 

Allen Park, Michigan 

Phone: (313) 382-5901 

St. Stephen Parish 

Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest John S. 

Kachuba 

Euclid, Ohio 

Phone: (216) 732-7292 
 

MISSION 

St. Louis Mission 

Rev. Joseph Weber, Administrator 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Phone: (314) 843-8482 x 17 
 

PRAYER COMMUNITY 

St. Barbara Prayer Community 

Rev. Robert Stash, Administrator 

Dayton, Ohio 

Phone: (937) 223-8306 
 

OUTREACH 

Iowa Outreach 

Fr. Dcn. Sergio Ayala (Eparchy of Newton) 

West Liberty, Iowa / (630) 936-1839 

www.eceia.org 
 

Wisconsin Outreach 

Dr. Joseph Bound 

Appleton, Wisconsin 

(920) 272-8266 
 

SHRINE 

Shrine of Our Lady of Mariapoch 

Rev. Andrey Kovalenko, Director 

Burton, Ohio 

(440) 721-7879 
 

CULTURAL CENTER 

Byzantine Catholic Cultural Center 

Rev. Richard Plishka, Director 

Cleveland, Ohio / (216) 357-2933 

www.byzcathculturalcenter.org  
 

MONASTERY 

Christ the Bridegroom Monastery 

Mother Theodora 

Burton, Ohio / (440) 834-0290 

www.christthebridegroom.org 
 

 

SCHOOL 

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic School 

Rita Basalla, Principal 

Parma, Ohio / (216) 749-7980 

www.smbyz.org 
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Eparchy of Parma 
1900 Carlton Road  216-741-8773 

Parma, Ohio 44134  www.parma.org 

 

Support & Resources 
Resources will be in place—and evolve as the Pastoral Plan progresses—to 

support parishes in their efforts. 

 The Eparchial Planning Coordinator will closely work with 

pastors and parishes, guiding them through the analysis and 

planning processes: 

  Claudine Grunenwald Kirschner 

  (216) 906-9522 / eparchialplanning@gmail.com 
 

 A portion of the eparchy website will be dedicated to 

providing information for parishes, including: lists describing 

sample ways to reach goals, summaries of good practices 

and successful initiatives, and links to on-line resources. 
 

 Twinning of parishes will be coordinated, including thorough 

information on the role of support and accountability each 

parish has to the twin. 
 

 Organized efforts will be made to easily connect parishes to 

resources including to the expertise among our clergy and 

faithful and rich resources in our own Christ the Bridegroom 

Monastery and the Byzantine Catholic Cultural Center. 

Protopresbyter, Ohio region 

    Very Rev. James J. Batcha 

     (440) 884-8452 

 

Protopresbyter, Great Lakes region 

    Very Rev. James Kubajak, MDiv 

    (419) 691-5656 

 

Protopresbyter, Midwest region 

    Very Rev. Bryan R. Eyman, D.Div. 

    (317) 632-4157 

Bishop John. M Kudrick (x221) 
 

Director of Communications  

and Editor of Horizons: 

    Loretta Nemeth (x231) 

Administrative Assistant: 

    Fran Makuh (x221) 

Finance Officer: 

    Very Rev. James J. Batcha (x229)

Controller: 

    Frank Appeldorn (x230) 

Victim Assistance Coordinator: 

    Sharon DiLauro (Petrus), M.D. (x246)  

Comprehensive lists of all eparchial 

clergy, personnel, parishes & entities 

can be found at  www.parma.org 



15 

 

Act, move, believe, strive, hope,  
cry out to him with all your heart,  

For without doubt you will see  
marvelous things, if you direct  

everything to the praise and glory  
of his Majesty and the good of souls.  

 

~ St. Angela Merici  
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Beneath Your Compassion 
To be sung in each parish through December 2015. 

 

 

 
To collectively create a better reality within the 
limits and possibilities of history is an act of hope. 
 

~ Pope Francis 

Printed through the generosity of 

 


